A SERIOUS AND USEFUL SCHEME TO

MAKE AN HOSPITAL FOR

INCURABLES.

is not any thing which contributes more to the
JL reputation of particular persons, or to the honour of a
nation in general, than erecting and endowing proper edifices,
for the reception of those who labour under different kinds
of distress. The diseased and unfortunate are thereby de-
livered from the misery of wanting assistance ; and others
are delivered from the misery of beholding them.

It is certain, that the genius of the people of England is
strongly turned to public chanties , and to so noble a degree,
that almost in every part of this great and opulent city, and
also in many of the adjacent villages, we meet with a great
variety of hospitals, supported by the generous contributions
of private families, as well as by the liberality of the public.
Some for seamen worn out in the service of their country,
and others for infirm disabled soldiers ; some for the main-
tenance of tradesmen decayed, and others for their widows
and orphans , some for the service of those who linger under
tedious distempers, and others for such as are deprived of
their reason.

But I find, upon nice inspection, that there is one kind of
charity almost totally disregarded, which, nevertheless, ap-
pears to me of so excellent a nature, as to be at present more
wanted, and better calculated for the ease, quietness, and
felicity of this whole kingdom, than any other can possibly
be. I mean an hospital for incurables.

I must indeed confess, that an endowment of this nature
would prove a very large and perpetual expense. However,
I have not the least diffidence, that I shall be able effectually

287